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EITHNE DONNELLAN,
Health Correspondent

HUNDREDS OF mistakes were
made by a locum consultant radiol-
ogist who worked at two hospitals
in the northeast, according to a
report to be published this month.

The report, which details the
findings of a review of some 6,000
chest X-rays and 70 CT scans
reported on by the consultant
while he worked at hospitals in
Drogheda and Navan between
August 2006 and August 2007,
will say that nine patients with
lung cancer had a delayed
diagnosis as a result of the errors
made.

The Irish Times has learned that
the report will also say hundreds
of other mistakes were also made
by the doctor when reading
X-rays, but these errors did not
have significant clinical conse-
quences for the patients involved.

However, they could have had
consequences for the patients had
they not subsequently been picked
up.
It is understood letters have
now been issued to these patients’
GPs correcting the X-ray reports
which were originally given out.

It is also understood that some
patients were called back to have
their X-rays redone during the
review to ensure they were given a
correct diagnosis.

The review of the consultant’s
work was announced last May and
at that time the HSE sent letters to
4,600 patients advising them their
X-rays were being double-
checked. The initial mailshot,
which was outsourced to a private
company, had to also be redone
after some patients received let-
ters intended for other recipients.

Announcing the review,

swork

Minister for Health Mary Harney
told the Dail it was for precau-
tionary reasons. She said that in
late 2007, it came to the attention
of the HSE that a small number of
patients in Our Lady of Lourdes
Hospital Drogheda and Our
Lady’s Hospital Navan had their
diagnosis delayed due to an
abnormality on their chest X-ray
not being noted on initial
examination by the radiologist.

These four patients, through
follow-up X-rays, were
subsequently diagnosed with lung
cancer and all had since died, she
said.

Concerns have since been
raised about the length of time it
took for the full review of the
locum’s work to begin, given that
the HSE was aware since
September 2007 that a number of
lung cancer patients in the north-
east had been misdiagnosed.

The HSE’s report will deal with
this issue. It will claim advice had
to be taken from a number of
sources on whether a full look-
back of the doctor’s work was
warranted given that there is
known to be a significant error
rate when chest X-rays are used as
a tool to diagnose lung cancers.

Meanwhile, the locum at the
centre of the review is understood
to be living in Scotland.

A review of some of his work
there was announced by the NHS
shortly after the one in the north-
east began.

In an update on its review of the
locum’s work in the northeast at
the beginning of this month, the
HSE said a comprehensive report
on the lookback was almost com-
plete, but on the basis of legal
advice, the HSE had to wait for cer-
tain matters to be finalised before
the report could be published.
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Fiona Linnane from the ESB installs an energy-efficient street light in Tralee on Saturday. Thirty LED (light-emitting diode) street lights
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have been placed in the town in the first pilot project of its kind in the country. Photograph: Don MacMonagle

Tralee street lights go green

ANNE LUCEY

LOW-ENERGY DEVICES have
been installed to replace tradi-
tional street lights in Tralee, Co
Kerry, in the first pilot project of
its kind.

Project co-ordinator John
Griffin of Tralee town council
hopes the LED (light-emitting
diode) fittings will eventually
replace all of the town’s 2,000

incandescent street lights.

Town councillor Terry O’Brien
(Lab), former mayor of Tralee,
said the town was anxious to pilot
environmentally-friendly projects.

The new lighting devices
around the square and Abbey
Court areas of Tralee are being
measured for cost effectiveness
and the findings will be available
to other local authorities.

Sustainable Energy Ireland is

supporting the research.

The 30 new lights were
installed free of charge by the ESB
along with a UK company Low
Energy Design.

LED fittings cost approximately
twice as much as traditional fit-
tings, but they give potential sav-
ings of 40 per cent per year, Mr
Griffin said.

Tralee Town engineer Gerry
Riordan said switching the half a

million public lights nationally to
LED could go a considerable way
towards achieving the national
local authority target of a 33 per
cent reduction in energy costs.

Tralee town council is one of
the constituencies being targeted
by the Green Party for a seat in the
next local elections. Almost 20
years ago Tralee was among the
first towns to elect a Green party
member.

Slurry-spreading deadline extended

SEAN MacCONNELL

FARMERS HAVE been given an
extension to the time in which
they are allowed to spread slurry
because of the poor weather condi-
tions of recent months.

Wednesday was to have been
the last day farmers could legally
spread slurry on their fields, but
Minister for Agriculture Brendan
Smith said at the Beef Expo in Kil-
kenny that they could continue to
spread manure until the end of
this month.

He said he had consulted
Minister for the Environment
John Gormley, who had agreed to
the extension of the time to spread
slurry because of the rainfall levels

of recent months and the inability
of farmers to meet the October
15th deadline stipulated in the
nitrates directive.

The extension of time, he said,
was to alleviate the hardship some
farmers had experienced because
of the poor weather, but he
stressed that it was an extension of
time only and farmers would have
to stick by the regulations which
forbade spreading slurry on water-
logged land or in wet conditions or
if rain was forecast.

The ban would have meant that
farmers would have to store the
material in tanks on their farms
until they were allowed to spread
it and, because of rainfall, many
slurry tanks are already full

running into the closed season.

The two-week time extension
was criticised by the Irish Farmers
Association president Padraig
Walshe as “totally inadequate”
and said farmers should be
allowed to spread slurry until the
end of the year.

He said the Department of the
Environment in Northern Ireland
had given farmers there this con-
cession and he could not see why it
could not be applied here as well.

Mr Smith, who officially opened
the Beef Expo at Kilkenny mart
yesterday, said he would also be
seeking brucellosis-free status for
the Irish cattle herd because there
had not been a case in the State
since April 2006.

“We have gone from a position
where we had more than 1,000 out-
breaks a year to no cases, and [ am
seeking permission from Brussels
for this status to be given to us
early in the new year.”

The Beef Expo attracted
thousands of farmers and their
families to see Ireland’s top beef
breeding animals.

In all, there were 613 animals
shown from 13 breeds at the newly
opened mart at Cillin Hill by 272
exhibitors.

The Irish beef industry is worth
in excess of €2 billion annually and
employs 5,000 in processing and a
living to 80,000 livestock farmers,
making Ireland the fourth-largest
beef exporter in the world.
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REVIEWS

The End of
Everything Ever
The Ark, Dublin

SYLVIA THOMPSON

A GROUP of shabbily dressed
musicians playing folk music set
the mood as we take our seats for
the show. As six-year-old Agata
(convincingly played by Iva
Moberg) introduces us to her
extended family, the fears and
tensions within Jewish families
living in Germany at the
beginning of the second World
War are poignantly recreated.

For anyone who thinks that
stories about how families are
torn apart by wars are too serious
for 11-year-old children, this
production will change their
minds. The sheer exuberance of
the actor musicians in New
International Encounter (NIE)
theatre company carries the
audience along with this sad story,
based on the experiences of 9,000
Jewish children sent from
Germany, Czechoslovakia and
Austria to live with new families in
England between December 1938
and October 1939.

Humour and music
counterbalance the strong
emotion. For instance, as Agata’s
parents bid farewell to their
daughter, their fumbling jokes
about the habits of the English are
met by loud laughter from the
audience. Similarly, when Agata’s
adoptive parents (David Pagan
and Babora Latacova brilliantly
play both sets of parents) give her
home-made Victoria sponge, her
attempts to hide her dislike of this
quintessentially English cake are
hilarious.

The End of Everything Ever is
one of a trilogy of stories about
survivors of wars and ethnic
conflicts in the 20th century.
Sharing these stories with young
people is what energises this
extraordinary multinational
theatre company with actors from
Norway, Britain, Poland, the
Czech Republic, Belgium and
France. After infusing such a sad
story with humour, NIE end the
story realistically when Agata
returns to Berlin in 1952 to find
out that her family are dead and
her home destroyed. This
reviewer is left hoping that the
international diplomats of the
future are among the audiences
that see these shows as they travel
throughout Europe and beyond.

Kim, RTE
NSO/Minczuk
NCH, Dublin

MICHAEL DERVAN

Edino Krieger — Passacaglia for the
New Millennium; Prokofiev — Piano
Concerto No 2; Rachmaninov —
Symphony No 2

THERE WAS not much in the way
of subtlety on display at Friday’s
concert by the RTE NSO under
first-time guest conductor
Roberto Minczuk.

Minczuk, who is music director
of the Calgary Philharmonic as
well as the Teatro Municipal Rio
de Janeiro in his native Brazil,
opened the evening with a piece
by his fellow-countryman Edino
Krieger (born 1928).

Krieger, whose early career
involved both romantic and
12-tone periods, has long adopted
a more all-embracing approach,
His Passacaglia for the New
Millennium of 1999 seemed to find
him trying too hard to be all
things to all men. From the
lugubrious opening to the
absurdly affirmative close,
Minczuk worked hard at
conveying the many stylistic
lurches that Krieger chose to load
into this quite short piece.

The soloist in Prokofiev’s
Second Piano Concerto was
Kyu-Yeon Kim, whose appearance
at this concert was her reward for
winning the concerto prize at the
2006 Axa Dublin International
Piano Competition.

Kim’s playing of this daunting
work was unfailingly athletic. But
her tonal and expressive reach
was too limited to get far beneath
the surface. Hers was a
performance that had something
of the excitement of perpetual
running on empty, a dangerous
feeling of always being at the
limit. In spite of some lapses in
co-ordination, she managed to
hold her nerve, and kept to her
task with steely determination.

Minczuk was not the most
sympathetic of accompanists,
though when the orchestra had
the field to itself, the playing
blazed with impressive colour.

In the broad expanse of
Rachmaninov’s Second Symphony
he lurched from emotionally
fraught climax to emotionally
fraught climax. It was a
frustratingly episodic approach,
lush and full in tone, and
unfettered in emotionalism, as if
he saw the piece as the musical
equivalent of a Hollywood

tear-jerker. This performance
sounded best in the rhythmic
business of the second movement.

Jack L
Vicar Street, Dublin

SIOBHAN LONG

LIKE A cross between a young
Bruce Springsteen, Nick Cave and
Billy Idol (without the botoxed
sneer), Jack L had his audience in
the palm of his hand from the
minute he loped on stage,
propelled by a light show worthy
of Caesar’s Palace.

Lukeman’s voice can tackle
anything: torch songs melt in its
velveteen caverns; cabaret classics
bask in its uncompromising
cockiness; revival songs revel in its
redemptive qualities. Trouble is,
Jack L alights upon them all with
equal fervour, never quite sure of
where he’s most comfortable.

With a new CD of Randy
Newman covers, Burn On, Jack L
opted to almost bury them in the
melee of his eclectic back
catalogue. At first it seemed that 7
Think it’s Going to Rain Today
heralded a canny shift in
emphasis: from the Brel bequest
of Jacky to the subterranean
subtlety of Newman’s dry wit. But
in the blink of an eye, he returned
to familiar terrain, interspersing
occasional — and well-executed -
covers such as In Germany Before
the War within a set list that owed
as much to show band gimmickry
as it did to the artists he lauds.

Jack L’s repertoire contains
some big songs which he handles
with brio. His voice is a perfect foil
for the big-screen emotions of
Little Man and Georgie Boy. But
even as he boldly picked his way
across the crowded audience,
there was little evidence of any
real connection between singer
and listeners. His cover of The
Eels’s I Like Birds was curious, a
crowd-pleaser that obliterated the
song’s emotional vulnerability
within its cartoonish couplets.

Jack L is still in hot pursuit of
his own musical identity. This
performance was a tincture of the
panoply of choice he’s got at his
disposal, which is probably not a
bad place for any artist to lurk -
for a while at least.

Opera Theatre
Company
City Hall, Dublin

MARTIN ADAMS
Debussy — Pelléas et Mélisande

OPERA THEATRE Company’s
latest move away from the
traditional theatre stage is to the
Rotunda in Dublin’s City Hall.
That space can present all the
challenges and gratification of
singing in the bath. How would two
pianos sound? Surprisingly well, it
turned out. So did the singing.

Marius Constant was the
musician behind this
trimmed-down version of
Debussy’s Pelléas et Mélisande
which, as with the well-received
La tragédie de Carmen (1981), was
born out of collaboration with the
director Peter Brook. As in all
successful arrangements there are
gains as well as losses, the biggest
of the latter being Debussy’s
voluptuous orchestration. But
most of Debussy’s orchestral
music sounds complete on one or
more pianos, and throughout this
performance, the alert and
colourful playing of Hugh Tinney
and Mairéad Hurley vindicated
Constant’s decisions.

Thanks to well-paced direction
(Annilese Miskimmon), and
unfussy design (Neil Irish) and
lighting (Tina MacHugh), and to
the near-invisibility of the music
director Tecwyn Evans, emphasis
was on the dream-like sequence of
scenes and music. There were no
obvious weaknesses among the six
singers: Jonathan Best as Arkél;
Deirdre Cooling-Nolan as
Geneviéve; Thomas Walker as
Pelléas; Robert Poulton as
Golaud; Eoin Dexter as Yniold,
and Claire Booth as Mélisande.

Dramatically, this adaptation
retains just enough of the original.
With five acts cut to 15
continuously running scenes
lasting around 100 minutes, the
story seems tighter, a bit less
dark, lighter without being
lightweight and, perhaps, a little
more accessible. Yet there is
enough of the sometimes abstruse
aspects of Maeterlinck’s story, and
of Debussy’s adaptation of it, to
sustain the mysteriousness.
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